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SUBJECT: KE HUA DISCUSSES "LIBERATION" OF TAIWAN 

1 . DURING PRE-PRANDIAL CHITCHAT BEFORE NOVEMBER 8 DINNER 
AT MALACANANG HOSTED BY PRESIDENT MARCOS FOR MME. 
BANDARANAIKE, DEFENSE SECRETARY ENRILE PULLED ME ASIDE 
FOR SOME SENSTITIVE CONVERSATION. WHILE WE WERE STANDING 
CONSPICIOUSLY APART, CHINESE AMBASSADOR KE HUA, ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS INTERPRETER, DELIBERATELY APPROACHED AND INTERRUPTED 
US. 

2. KE HUA QUICKLY TURNED CONVERSATION TO TAIWAN. HE 
BELITTLED TAIWANESE PROSPERITY, SAYING IT WAS MANIFESTATION 
OF JAPANESE AND AMERICAN COLONIALISM. HE THEN SAID RATHER 
EMPHATICALLY THAT TAIWAN MUST BE LIBERATED FROM THIS 
COLONIALISM. ENRILE AND I BOTH TOOK TURNS IN SUGGESTING, 

RATHER TEASINGLY, THAT THE SORT OF INVESTMENT KE HUA 

CALLED "COLONIALISM" MIGHT BE GOOD FOR THE MAINLAND AND MIGHT 
EVEN BE NOT TOO FAR OFF UNDER THE ECONOMIC POLICES OF THE 
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3. HE HUA WENT ALONG WITH OUR BANTERING TONE, BUT PERSISTED 
ON THE SUBJECT OF TAIWAN. HE SAID TAIWAN MUST BE LIBERATED 
AND THIS COULD ONLY BE DONE BY THE PEOPLE S ARMY. HE SAID 
U.S. HAD OBLIGATION TO REMOVE ITS FORCES FROM TAIWAN AND 
RENOUNCE ITS DEFENSE TREATY. ONCE THAT HAPPENED, 

LIBERATION ARMY WOULD DO THE REST. 

4. I SAID THAT KE HU AS PROJECT OF EVENTS WOULD CAUSE 

U.S. TO HAVE VERY SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT NATURE OF ITS FUTURE 
RELATIONS WITH PEKING. HE MADE IT SOUND AS THOUGH PEKING 
WAS ASSERTING AN INTENTION TO INVADE TAIWAN MILITARILY 
ONCE U.S. FORCES WERE WITHDRAWN. 

5. KE HUA IMMEDIATELY SAID THERE WAS NOTHING IN SHANGHAI 
COMMUNIQUE WHICH PRECLUDED USE OF FORCE FOR LIBERATION OF 
TAIWAN. "I AM A CHINESE AND I KNOW THAT WE HAVE NEVER 
DENIED OURSELVES THE RIGHT TO LIBERATE TAIWAN BY THE 
PEOPOE'S LIBERATION ARMY." 

6. F.NRTLF. THEN SAID A MILITARY ATTACK BY PEKING ON TAIWAN 
WOULD BE A MAJOR ENTERPRISE WHICH WOULD WEAKEN CHINESE 
DEFENSE AGAINST THE SOVEITS. HE ASKED WHETHER CHINA WOULD 
FEAR A SOVIET ATTACK IN THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

7. KE HUA ANSWERED THAT CHINA HAS TWO MILLION MEN IN PLA 
AND TWENTY MILLION IN THE MILITIA. CHINA CAN TAKE CARE OF 
ANY ATTACK AGAINST HER TERRITORY, EVEN IF IT REQUIRES 
FIGHTING ON TWO FRONTS. 

8. AT THIS POINT, CONVERSATION WAS INTERRUPTED BY ARRIVAL 

OF PRESIDENTIAL PARTY AND WE ALL SCATTERED TO OUR RESPECTIVE 
TABLES. I DID NOT HAVE CHANCE TO TALK TO EITHER F.NRTLF. 

OR KE HUA AGAIN THAT EVENING. 

9. COMMENT: THIS BLUSTERING TALK OF KE HUA'S, WHICH IS 
QUITE OUT OF CHARACTER FOR HIS FORMAL RETIRING DEMEANOR, 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A DELIBERATE AND PROVOCATIVE EXERCISE. 

HE INITIATED THE DISCUSSION AND CHOSE TO CARRY IT ON WITH 
TWO PEOPLE HE KNEW WOULD BE SENSITIVE TO IT. I WOULD BE 
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INTERESTED IN ANY COMMENTS FROM ADDRESSEES, PARTICULARLY AS 
TO WHETHER THIS LINE IS BEING MANIFESTED AS STANDARD PRC 
FARE THESE DAYS. IT WOULD SEEM GENERALLY COUNTERPRODUCTIVE 
TO BE THIS PROVOCATIVE WITH U.S. OFFICIALS AT THIS TIME 
AND I WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ANALYSIS OR GUIDANCE FROM 
DEPARTMENT IN CASE KE HUA REVERTS TO THIS LINE AT OUR NEXT 
ENCOUNTER. 
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